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Bio: After working as a wildlife biologist for the Alberta government for three years,
Dr. Marco Festa-Bianchet completed a Ph.D. at the University of Calgary, then a
postdoc at the University of Cambridge, UK. He was hired as an Assistant Professor
at the Université de Sherbrooke in 1990 and became a Full Professor in 1999 and, in
a moment of weakness, Chair of the Département de Biologie in 2019.
Dr. Festa-Bianchet is interested in how individual differences in size, growth, age,
sex, genotype and reproductive tactics affect the evolutionary ecology and
population dynamics of large herbivores. Currently, he is working on bighorn sheep,
caribou, and eastern grey kangaroos. He has also previously worked with mountain
goats, fallow deer, Alpine chamois and ibex. The common thread of his research is
long-term monitoring of marked individuals, ideally of known age and parentage.
Another thread is collaborating with wildlife biologists and attempts to make
science relevant to decisions in wildlife conservation policy. Furthermore, he is
particularly interested in how differences in sex-age structure affect population

dynamics and how the drivers of population dynamics change over time. He has
contributed to research showing that intense selective hunting can drive the
evolution of changes in horn size in mountain sheep.
Dr. Festa-Bianchet's ability to ‘misspeak’ a few languages has helped him to find
international collaborations in Canada, Australia, Italy, France and the UK. He has
supervised or is currently supervising 40 MSc and 23 PhD students. Former
students are now professors, in Calgary, Ottawa, Montréal, Québec City, Sherbrooke
and also in Mexico, Chile, France, China and the UK. Other former students are
wildlife biologists in BC, Yukon, Alberta, Nunavut, Ontario, Québec and New
Brunswick.
Overall, he has published over 240 refereed scientific articles. From 2002 to 2006,
he chaired the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, while it
transitioned to a highly effective body responsible for the scientific assessment of
the conservation status of wild animals and plants. He has also served as the Chair of
the Mountain Ungulate Specialist Group of the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature for 16 years (2001-2016), where he helped develop
guidelines for when sport hunting can be considered conservation hunting.

