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Executive Reports

President's Message
Erin McCance
Canadian Section President
Partner, Senior Wildlife Biologist
Ecologic Environmental Inc.
Sessional Instructor, University of Manitoba

Hello fellow CSTWS members,
Summer has certainly gotten off to a busy start and no doubt it finds many of you out in the
field, doing what we love. So far, summer has been equally busy for the CSTWS
Executive, with many exciting undertakings on the go. Our joint conference with CSEE and
CSTWS AGM held in Victoria were both great successes with a provocative symposium
delivered on Ecology and Evolution in Wildlife Management and solid momentum made
toward re-establishing the BC Chapter. We are delighted by the success of our newly
formed Newfoundland Chapter and the Ontario Chapter is active once again with renewed
vigor and a newly elected Chapter Executive. Congratulations and thanks to all!
The CSTWS Executive has been busy working on a mission which we have coined the
‘Canadian Initiative’, which aims to strategically advance the awareness and positioning of
the CSTWS. This initiative involves short and long-term planning and includes a series of
sequenced and prioritized stepping stones toward achieving laid out goals. As the CSTWS
Executive progresses with these discussions and planning, we will continue to keep you
apprised of our progress. Should any member wish to be engaged in these efforts, please
reach out and let us know.
Further advancements are being made with our Conservation Affairs Committee, with
Garth Mowat as Chair. This committee is hard at work and aims to provide important
structure to our Canadian CAC network, connecting the provincial chapter CACs with the
Section efforts and all Canadian efforts with TWS headquarters efforts. Doing so will allow
for the flow of information and collaboration at all levels. Similarly, Al Arsenault as Chair of
our newly formed Certification Committee, is hard at work finalizing the Terms of
Reference for the committee and establishing the committee’s operational structure.
Should any member wish to be engaged in either of these committees, please let us know.
Registration for the 24th Annual TWS Conference, held in Albuquerque, New Mexico on
September 23-27, 2017, is open (http://twsconference.org/register/)!! All of you students
out there, please check out our website for information on our Student Travel Award
(http://cstws.ca/awards-2/). The conference program is sure not to disappoint with 4
plenary/keynote sessions and many more symposia, featuring topics such as wolf
conservation and rangelands management. Please check out the detailed conference
schedule: http://twsconference.org/detailed-schedule/ - We hope you will all be able to
attend!
I believe I speak on behalf of all of the CSTWS Executive when I say that we look forward
to the year ahead and it is truly an honor to be a part of it all!

Representative's Report
Art Rodgers
Canadian Section Representative to Council
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests

You may have noticed that over the last few months there has been considerable coverage
of Canadian wildlife management topics in the eWildlifer, on the TWS website and in The
Wildlife Professional. Almost every week there has been an item in the eWildlifer
highlighting a TWS Talk, Science & Management News, Conservation News or FYI News
about wildlife work going on in Canada. Five articles with Canadian-focused content have
appeared on the TWS website and The Jul/Aug issue of TWP will include a contributed
article, Confronting Invasive Species in Ontario: A 25-Year Partnership Celebrates Success.
The TWP cover feature on conservation partnerships includes a discussion of The
Commission for Environmental Conservation, which is a tri-national commission of the
U.S., Canada and Mexico, focused on monarch butterfly population dynamics. All of this
coverage is part of the Canadian initiative that I first reported to you after the conference
in Raleigh last fall. Many thanks to Nancy Sasavage, TWS Director of Publications and
Communications/Editor-in-Chief of TWP, for keeping Canada in the TWS spotlight!
In addition to media coverage of Canadian issues, TWS Executive Director/CEO Ken
Williams travelled to Victoria, British Columbia, to take part in the Canadian Section AGM
and give a presentation at the joint meeting of the Canadian Section and Canadian Society
for Ecology and Evolution to further advance TWS in Canada. He also attended a meeting
to help revitalize the BC Chapter of TWS. While there, he met with Rick Baydack, Erin
McCance and Dee Patriquin to further the Canadian initiative that has been discussed with
TWS Council, the Association of Wildlife Agencies Executive Committee, and the Canadian
Wildlife Directors Committee. As you may have heard or read elsewhere, Canadian Section
President Erin McCance has appointed a committee to develop a strategic approach for
moving the initiative forward over the next few years.
Closer to home, it is my pleasure to tell you that Sarah Milligan (Wildlife Research
Biologist, fRI Research, Hinton, Alberta) has been selected to participate in the 2017
Leadership Institute. The Leadership Institute is an annual course established in 2006 to
provide a select group of 10-15 promising young TWS professionals from varying sectors
of the wildlife arena with leadership training. The Leadership Institute consists of intensive
activities and mentoring relationships that prepare participants for leadership positions,
both in their workplace and in TWS. Numerous Canadians have participated in the
program over the last 5 years and we look forward to hearing from Sarah about her
experience and hope her success will encourage more young Canadians to participate in
the future.
A huge welcome to the Newfoundland Chapter of The Wildlife Society! Approval of the
new chapter was granted by TWS Council on May 10, 2017. Many thanks to Michel Laforge
and Maegwin Bonar for their efforts in making this happen and bringing wildlife
professionals from the East Coast into the fold. I also want to thank Dr. Eric Vander Wal
(Department of Biology, Memorial University), who previously inspired students at the
University of Saskatchewan to form the Saskatchewan Chapter of TWS, for encouraging
the formation of the Newfoundland Chapter and his continued leadership and support of
TWS across Canada.
Over the last month or two, there has also been a resurgence of activity in the Ontario
Chapter of TWS. I just received the election results and congratulate the members of the
new executive; President Peter Hettinga, President-elect Danielle Ethier, SecretaryTreasurer Morgan Hawkins and Board Members Emilie Kissler and Matt Dyson. Thanks to
Past-President Neil Dawson, Mariah Simmons (TWS Wildlife Program Coordinator) and
Steve Mills (outgoing Ontario Chapter Secretary- Treasurer) for coordinating the election
process. We look forward to the complete revitalization of the Ontario Chapter.
Registration for The Wildlife Society 24th Annual Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
is now open through the TWS conference website (http://www.twsconference.org/). The
conference is taking place September 23-27, 2017, at the Albuquerque Convention Center.
The program offers more than 950 learning and networking opportunities through plenary,
keynote, symposia, panel discussions, workshops, contributed papers, posters, and
student research-in-progress posters. The preliminary schedule has been posted at
http://twsconference.org/detailed-schedule/. TWS members pay US$200 less on a fullaccess registration and US$100 less on a one-day registration, so if you are not already a
member of the parent society it is well worth the US$81 (US$41 for students and US$51
for new professionals) membership fee (http://twsconference.org/register/). Students
should also submit applications for the CSTWS student travel award to attend and present
at the annual TWS conference as soon as possible (http://cstws.ca/awards-2/) – the
deadline is August 1. And when you get to the Conference, don’t forget to attend the TWS
Canadian Section Reception in the Enchantment Room F at the Hyatt Hotel, Monday
September 25 at 7 pm – as always this will be a major highlight of the Annual Conference.
Hope to see you in Albuquerque!
As you have probably heard by now, TWS Executive Director/CEO Ken Williams is retiring
on June 30 and Ed Thompson, currently the Society’s Chief Operating Officer, will be
taking over on July 1. A huge welcome to Ed and many thanks to Ken for his service to
TWS and the wildlife profession. I especially want to thank Ken for his tireless efforts to
promote Canada within TWS and TWS within Canada – THANKS KEN!!
Hope you all have a fantastic summer!

Wildlife Trivia

This bird species is a mountain specialist with a diet almost exclusively made up of
pine seeds from Whitebark pine cones. It's bill is dagger-like and designed to crack
open pine cones. Each birds buries tens of thousands of seeds each summer and
remembers the locations of most of them. Seeds they don’t retrieve play a crucial
role in growing new pine forests. At high elevations Whitebark pine is entirely
dependent on the this species to disperse their seed.
What species is this?
Answer at the bottom of the newsletter.

Canadian Section News

2017-2018 Canadian Section Exec
Meet your new Canadian Section Executive!
CANADIAN SECTION REPRESENTATIVE to TWS COUNCIL
Arthur R. Rodgers
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Centre for Northern Forest Ecosystem Research
PAST PRESIDENT
Dee Patriquin
Senior Environmental Scientist, Solstice Canada
Adjunct Professor, University of Alberta
PRESIDENT
Erin McCance
Partner, Senior Wildlife Biologist
Sessional Instructor, University of Manitoba
PRESIDENT ELECT
Rick Baydack
Professor and Chair of Environmental Science and Studies,
University of Manitoba
VICE PRESIDENT
Don Barnes
RETIRED, Lakehead University
TREASURER
Mary Toews
Biologist, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
SECTRETARY
Alexandra (Ali) Hughes-Juneau
Student, University of Alberta
STUDENT CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE
Alana Wilcox

TWS Conference Student Travel Awards

ATTENTION STUDENTS
2017 CANADIAN SECTION STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS TO
The 24th Annual Conference of The Wildlife Society
Albuquerque, New Mexico, September 23-27, 2017
Awards up to $1000
Application due by 1 August 2017
Application Form
Check out the details of the 24th annual TWS conference and this years field trips!

The Biological Diversity Working

Group is also offering a student travel
award for TWS Albuquerque!
Submit application (form) directly to Matt
Ihnken (mihnken@umich.edu), BDWG
Secretary, no later than August 15, 2017.

Want your say in Section activities? Consider getting
involved in a Canadian Section committee.
Membership and Recruitment
Newsletter, Website, and Communications
Conservation Affairs
Education
Awards
Contact Ali Hughes-Juneau for more details
athughesju@ualberta.ca

The Wildlife Society Announces a
Professional Development Program for
Indigenous Students Interested in the
Wildlife Profession
Check it out here.

News from Canadian Chapters

Manitoba
Greetings from the Manitoba Chapter!
The Manitoba Chapter recently held a spring birding workshop in Winnipeg at Assiniboine
Park on May 22, which despite the less-than-ideal weather conditions, still attracted a
dozen members! We will also be holding a Canada goose banding workshop on July 11th
at Oak Hammock Marsh, MB. More workshops and events to come, so stay tuned!
This October the Chapter will be organizing a bus charter for our membership to travel
from Winnipeg to the Wolf Carnivore Conference in Thompson, MB. Non-members from
out-of-province are also welcome to register, so please visit our website!
Bus Charter Information
The Chapter will also once again be offering two $250 Student Travel Awards during the
2017/18 year, and has also decided to offer a new $500 Early-career Professional Travel
Award this year! More information on awards and deadlines will be sent out to our
membership at a later date.
Visit our website to find out more about Chapter awards, events and news! www.twsmb.com

Saskatchewan
Greetings from the Saskatchewan Chapter!
The new executive for 2017/2018 started their term in April 2017, and have been busy
planning our events for the coming year. Our first meeting was held at the Last Mountain
Lake National Wildlife Area in Saskatchewan, which was a beautiful setting for us to start
planning events and initiatives for the coming months. Our chapter newsletter will be
released at the beginning of July, and with that some exciting news for events that the
chapter are arranging over the coming months and the launch of a new competition!
Please check it out for information on research happening within the province as well as
updates on events, such as Science Rendezvous, that we have recently been involved in.
More information can be found on our website in July so stay tuned (http://sktws.org).

Ontario
The Ontario Chapter is pleased to announce the results of the Chapter election. Voter
participation was 40.6% (13 of 32). Your 2017 Ontario Chapter executive is:
President – Peter Hettinga
President-elect – Danielle Ethier
Secretary-Treasurer – Morgan Hawkins
Board Members – Emilie Kissler and Matt Dyson
Thank you to all of the members who agreed to run for election on the executive board and
to those who took the time to cast their vote. I would also like to thank Mariah Simmons
(TWS Wildlife Program Coordinator) and Steve Mills (outgoing Ontario Chapter SecretaryTreasurer) for their assistance with the election process. Please support our incoming
executive as they begin their new roles.

Alberta
The Alberta Chapter has been very busy since our conference and AGM in March. Our
new Executive Director, Delinda Ryerson, is hitting her stride and involving herself in
several projects and committees on behalf of the chapter and moving forward some
important initiatives. The chapter is working towards holding outreach activities like
BioBlitzes, workshops, and other events, and also working on website upgrades,
document storage issues, and getting a bookkeeper to assist with the financial records.
The executive guide is being updated, and we are completing a communications plan,
which fits under our long term strategic plan. The chapter Conservation Affairs Committee
is up and running after a change in leadership and has several issues percolating,
including participation in a series of ecosystem-based forest management planning
workshops, preparing a position paper for the same as well as responding to issues
around off-highway vehicle use in and around a new protected area. As always, we are
busy planning our next conference, which will be held March 9-11 in Lethbridge; the
conference theme is still being developed.
ACTWS President – Robin Gutsell

Canadian Student Research in Focus
Congratulations to our 2017 CSTWS-AGM Student Travel Award Winners!
Anne Loosen
Geneviève Turgeon
Jayme Lewthwaite
Joanie Van de Walle
Limoilou Amelie Renard
Marc-A Poirier
Meagan Bonar
Quinn Webber
Rebecca Viejou
For the next three newsletters, CS will highlight you and your experience at the CSTWS
AGM and joint conference with CSEE. Again, congrats to this years Student Travel Award
winners!!! A reminder that the Canadian Section will be providing student travel awards for
the TWS Conference in New Mexico. The deadline is August 1, 2017.

Anne Loosen
University of Alberta

Thank you to Canadian Section of the Wildlife Society for supporting my travels to
Victoria. This was my first time attending a Canadian section meeting of TWS, as
well as the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evoluation. I was very impressed with
the caliber of research presented, as well as the array of research topics covered.
During my time at the conference, I met new students and professionals. More than
other conferences I’ve been to, people at CSTWS/CSEE were very open to
discussion and engagement particularly about my presentation topic. This made
connection-building much easier. In addition to new connections, I developed
connections that I had made at previous North American conferences.
Prior to the official start of the conference, I participated in the workshop on maps
and spatial data with program R (May 6th). This workshop was a helpful review of the
different data types in R, and basic mapping functions. It exposed me to alternative
mapping packages and nuanced approaches to mapping (e.g., mapping for printing,
colour-blindness).
I am about to graduate from my Masters program at the University of Alberta, and
am very aware of the amount of support I’ve received as a graduate student. This
travel grant is an example of such support. To me, graduate school has been more
than just academic learning, but the ability to negotiate a new realm of
professionalism. Without opportunities to attend academic conferences such as
CSTWS/CSEE, which many graduate students do not experience, I think my
educational experience would have been vastly diminished.
Thank you again for your support.
Annie Loosen

Genevieve Turgeon
Université de Sherbrooke

The 2017 CSEE and CS TWS meeting in Victoria BC was one great conference! The
Student Travel Award made it so easy because I didn't have to worry about airfare,
hotel and all sides travel costs. It is an important meeting in our field of study, and it
allows us to connect with other students and researchers. Networking is especially
important for me at this point because I am at the end of my Ph.D. and I will soon be
actively searching for a 'future' job.
This meeting is a unique opportunity to present our research. At my presentation,
despite 10 concomitant sessions, the room was full and I had many questions during
and after the talk. These discussions will help improve my reflection and my work. I
also attended many presentations, some of which were less related to my research
but were just as interesting. These presentations allowed me to see what was done
elsewhere in Canada and to meet exceptional research teams.
Along with the conference itself, many activities allowed for networking. Among
others, I went to the Banquet and to the after party on Wednesday night. I also
participated to one field trip the next morning, where we visited the Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve, Sidney Spit (SKŦÁMEN). Despite the rain, we enjoyed the
outdoor activities that were prepared for us!
Finally, Victoria is a wonderful city! Since it was raining again and again in Quebec, it
felt great to see flowers and sunny days!

Geneviève Turgeon

Jayme Lewthwaite
Simon Fraser University

To the Canadian Section of The Wildlife Society,
First off, I would like to express my sincere thanks for this travel award – it enabled
me to attend this year’s meeting of the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution. I
have attended this meeting each year since 2013. The broad scope and
interdisciplinary nature of the meeting makes it my favourite conference to attend.
This year was no disappointment. Perhaps one of the biggest CSEE meetings I have
ever attended, there was a huge variety of symposia and workshops. On Sunday, I
attended the SWEEET workshop and benefitted greatly by hearing and sharing
perspectives on the unique struggles that women and minorities face in academia.
That afternoon, I attended the “Maps and Spatial Data in R” workshop. The code we
reviewed and its applications will be very helpful to me as I continue my graduate
degree.
On Tuesday, I presented my poster entitled “Are Butterfly Communities Becoming
More Generalist?” I received many visitors and many useful comments on it. One
visitor even informed me of another distribution database that is available online that
may prove very useful for my research.
Perhaps my favourite portion of the conference was the Early Career Award talks.
Both Sean Anderson and Emily Darling presented interesting and inspiring talks. It
was wonderful to see alumni from my university (SFU) doing such incredible
research. Another aspect of the meeting that I enjoyed was the student mixer,
regarding “Strategies for Success in Science”. I got to interact with a wide group of
people at all stages of their careers, who provided so much useful advice,
particularly on a topic that is very relevant to me: how and where to pursue a postdoctoral position. I also got to attend the CSTWS meeting and find out how the
Society functions and their current priorities. It seems like a very interesting time for
the Society at the moment, as they look to expand in the future.
The conference location and setting were ideal and the weather cooperated very
nicely. Overall, it was a wonderful meeting and I am already looking forward to the
next one!
Jayme Lewthwaite

Wildlife Jobs/Student Opportunities
Post-Doctoral Research Opportunity at the University of Saskatchewan: HABITAT AND
CLIMATE EFFECTS ON MOVEMENTS AND DISTRIBUTION OF INVASIVE WILD PIGS
IN CANADA, University of Saskatchewan in the College of Agriculture and Bioresources,
Saskatoon, SK.
MSc Opportunity: Lichen Restoration Project, Northern Ontario, University of Guelph: This
research project will be based at a large gold mine in Northern Ontario, doing experiments
that will help with the restoration of the property. The focus will be on lichen restoration due
to the quickly declining herd of caribou in the region. To apply send a CV and transcript
along with any questions to:
Troy McMullin, PhD
Research Scientist, Lichenology / Chercheur scientifique, Lichénologie
Research and Collections / Recherche et collections
Canadian Museum of Nature / Musée canadien de la nature
PO Box 3443 Stn “D” / CP 3443 Succ « D »
Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1P 6P4
tmcmullin@mus-nature.ca

For more posts check out the Job Board on the new CS website: www.cstws.ca/jobs

RSS

Trivia Answer...

Clark's nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana).

Do you have a great idea for a newsletter trivia question or other newsletter content? If so,
email Laura Trout (laura.trout@westfraser.com).
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