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President's Message
Erin McCance
Canadian Section President
Partner, Senior Wildlife Biologist
Ecologic Environmental Inc.
Sessional Instructor, University of Manitoba

Hello fellow CSTWS members,
I hope this message finds many of you enjoying the beautiful fall weather and getting
outside whether that be to hunt or hike!
Several of our Canadian Section Members were able to make it to Albuquerque New
Mexico in late September for the 24th Annual TWS Conference. The 24th Annual TWS
Conference was a great success with 1845 registrants, the 6th highest attendance to date!
Hopefully, many of our CSTWS Members will be able to come to the 25th Anniversary
TWS Conference, held next October 8-11th in Cleveland Ohio. It is sure to be an amazing
celebration and no doubt the best conference to date, filled with numerous networking and
knowledge sharing events. Hopefully, you can mark your calendars and start planning
now to be sure you can attend!
At the 24th Annual TWS Conference held our CSTWS Welcome Reception at the Hyatt in
Albuquerque and it was also a great success with over 100 people in attendance. A huge
thank you to Lotek Wireless Inc. for sponsoring the event and to Dee Patriquin for all the
event planning on our behalf. We are very grateful for all the hard work that translated into
a wonderful event. The CSTWS Welcome Reception gave us an opportunity to celebrate
many Canadian accomplishments that occurred this year including: Wini Kessler, winning
the Aldo Leopold Award, the society’s highest honor, as well as Bob Jones, receiving the
Distinguished Service Award, Shane Mahoney and Katherine Parker becoming TWS
Fellows, Stan Boutin and Robert Serrouya as part of a team of authors winning the Wildlife
Publication Award – Article, and Robert Bateman winning the Jay N. “Ding” Darling Award
for Wildlife Stewardship Through Art Award. We were also able to offer three student travel
awards to three very deserving students to attend the conference: Camille Warbington,
Justin Shave, and Kirstie Lawson. There is certainly much to be proud of with respect to
our CSTWS members! Congratulations to all.
Further, huge congratulations go out to our BC Chapter, which has been revitalized and
now has a full and complete executive on board. We are thrilled to have the BC Chapter
back up and running and we look forward to working with their executive and the BC
Chapter members in the months to come. Big thanks goes out to Jake Fisher for all his
leadership and support in getting the BC Chapter back up and running!
If there are any members of the Canadian Section who are interested in allowing their
names to stand for nomination for the Canadian Section Representative to TWS Council,
for the Canadian Representative to the TWS Certification Review Board, or who would like
to join one of our various committees or get more involved, please forward me an email:
emccance@shaw.ca. We would love to hear from you. Thank you to all for the continued
support.
Sincerest thanks to all, Erin McCance, President

Representative's Report
Art Rodgers
Canadian Section Representative to Council
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forests

After attending the Annual Conference in Albuquerque, I am surprised to say that it really
hasn’t been much colder here than it was in New Mexico, and I am surely glad we missed
the tornado that moved through the outskirts of Albuquerque on the Saturday after we left!!
Something is messed up but I’m certain winter will get here soon enough.
The Annual Conference was attended by more than 1,850 registrants taking advantage of
the more than 900 educational opportunities and numerous networking events, including
the Canadian Section Reception that was attended by more than 150 (I lost count!) guests.
Thanks to our Travel Award recipients, Camille Warbington, Kirstie Lawson and Justin
Shave, for manning the registration desk and organizing the musical reception game.
Thanks too, to Erin McCance, Evie Merrill, Dee Patriquin and Rick Baydack for organizing
the great food and hospitality. Last, but by no means least, many thanks to Lotek Wireless
Inc. for their continued sponsorship and support of our reception at the Annual Conference
– thank you!
A huge CONGRATULATIONS to Wini Kessler, this year’s recipient of the Aldo Leopold
Memorial Award, which is The Wildlife Society’s highest honour and Wini is only the
second female recipient since 1950! Wini’s contributions to wildlife conservation
throughout her distinguished career are too numerous to document here but needless to
say have been exemplary and something most of us can only hope to aspire to. Perhaps
one of her greatest achievements has been her leadership as she blazed a trail for women
and minorities in the field of wildlife conservation – she continues to be a pioneer and a
role model for both women and minorities in wildlife biology. Her service to TWS and
numerous other conservation groups has been tireless and has not slowed down during
her retirement. Thank you Wini for your lifetime contributions to the wildlife profession and
TWS.
I’m not certain but I think we had a record number of Canadians honoured with TWS
Awards at this year’s Annual Conference. Congratulations to Robert Bateman, recipient of
the Jay N. “Ding” Darling Award for Wildlife Stewardship through Art, Robert E. Jones,
recipient of the Canadian Section Distinguished Service Award, and our newest TWS
Fellows, Shane Mahoney and Kathy Parker. This year’s recipients of the Wildlife
Publication Award in the Article category were Robert Serrouya, Meike Wittmann, Bruce
McLellan, Heiko Wittmer, and Stan Boutin – congratulations to all of you. As I have said in
the past, all of you have done so much to make all of us so proud to be Canadian
members of TWS!
As described over the last year or so, TWS Council remains supportive of the Canadian
Initiative to expand TWS in Canada. To that end, Council approved $12K in contingency
funding for the Canadian Section to hire an Executive Coordinator. The role of the
Coordinator will be to tie together a number of concurrent efforts, advance wildlife
educational and training opportunities, and identify critical Federal and Provincial funding
and buy-in, to promote TWS in Canada. I’m sure you will be hearing a lot more about this
from Section President Erin McCance.
In addition to funding support, Council has also directed the Certification Liaison Ad Hoc
Committee to consider a permanent Canadian Section member on the TWS Certification
Review Board. This could greatly assist efforts undertaken by the Canadian Section to
examine the existing requirements and standards of the CWB designation and recommend
modifications to TWS that would make the designation more achievable for Canadian
wildlife professionals educated in Canadian university programs. Regardless of the
outcome, and in accordance with the rotation schedule, the Canadian Section must
provide a representative to the Certification Review Board next October for a 3-year term.
The representative must be formally nominated by the Section Representative and voted
upon by Council at the March Council meeting. If you are interested, please contact
Section President Erin McCance.
Here are a few more highlights of the Fall Council meeting;
TWS membership has increased to about 10,000, the highest in this decade
all TWS journals have experienced increases in impact factors
TWS’ net assets benefitted from robust stock market performance, increasing by
20%
TWS is doing very well with a social media audience of about 110,000
the Policy Library is up and running and TWS policy briefs and fact sheets are all
updated and online.
Much more was discussed and you should expect to see more changes and member
benefits over the coming months as TWS staff at headquarters and the various Council
subcommittees pursue their charges from President John McDonald.
For now, get outside if you can to enjoy the fall weather before the snow comes….if it
hasn’t already where you live!

Wildlife Trivia

This common species was introduced to North America by French settlers in the
early 1600s and has since colonized virtually every city environment.
A) Raccoon
B) Crow
C) Rock Pigeon
D) Brown Rat
-answer at bottom of newsletter

Canadian Section News

Call for Canadian Conservation Articles

ATTENTION CANADIANS
The Wildlife Professional is looking for Canadian content!! We are calling to all members to
think about putting together an article for feature in The Wildlife Professional, which goes
out to all TWS members (approx. 10,000 people). Anyone with a forward-looking article
on the conservation challenges post Canada’s 150th anniversary or changes with caribou
or grizzly bear management? We would love to have more Canadian Content featured.
Please consider sending in a submission. Please see the following link for submission
details:
http://drupal.wildlife.org/publications/twp

New from TWS and Johns
Hopkins University Press
A must-have book for aspiring
wildlifers: Order your copy
today!
Member Price: $59.50 USD
Check it out here!

Want your say in Section activities? Consider getting
involved in a Canadian Section committee.
Membership and Recruitment
Newsletter, Website, and Communications
Conservation Affairs
Education
Awards
Contact Ali Hughes-Juneau for more details
athughesju@ualberta.ca

News from Canadian Chapters
The Manitoba Chapter welcomes
everyone to the following events:
Public Forum on Chronic Wasting Disease
November 2, 7:00 p.m., University of Manitoba
For more info visit: http://www.twsmb.com/calendar/2017/11/2/forum-on-chronicwasting-disease-1
TWS Manitoba Chapter Annual Fall Mixer
November 9, 7:00 p.m., The Hub Social Club, University
of Manitoba
For more info visit: http://www.twsmb.com/calendar/2017/11/8/2017-fall-mixer

Newfoundland Chapter
The Newfoundland Chapter had its first AGM and elected its first executive in July. The
Chapter is currently working on setting up a website and beginning to recruit members. We
will be having a mixer with wildlife talks in September to introduce our Chapter and to gain
new members. We are also looking in future to have a logo contest, wildlife photo contests
and are considering organizing a winter retreat to Terra Nova National Park.

Canadian Student Research in Focus
Congratulations to our 2017 CSTWS-AGM Student Travel Award Winners!
Anne Loosen
Geneviève Turgeon
Jayme Lewthwaite
Joanie Van de Walle
Limoilou Amelie Renard
Marc-A Poirier
Meagan Bonar
Quinn Webber
Rebecca Viejou
For the next two newsletters, CS will highlight you and your experience at the CSTWS
AGM and joint conference with CSEE. Again, congrats to this years Student Travel Award
winners!!!

Quinn Webber
Memorial University

I would like to thank the Canada Section of The Wildlife Society (CSTWS) for
awarding me with funding to attend the joint Canadian Society of Ecology and
Evolution (CSEE) CSTWS joint meetings in Victoria, BC in May, 2017. Attending
CSEE/CSTWS was a unique opportunity for me to re-connect with past colleagues
and initiate potential new collaborators. The opportunity to discuss research with
collaborators from other institutions is something I think is very important was
something I focused on during this conference. I met with people with whom I had
previously begun projects to discuss ongoing collaborations and future projects. I
also initiated new connections and discussed possible future collaborations with
other students, post-docs, and professors. These types of connections are incredibly
important for me both professionally and personally because of the collaborative
nature of scientific research.
While at CSEE/CSTWS I also delivered an oral and poster presentation. The
opportunity to receive critical feedback from experts in the field and conference
attendees was incredibly useful for my growth as a researcher and presenter. Finally,
the opportunity to attend an international conference and network, meet with
collaborators from other institutions, and present my research was a unique and
rewarding experience and financial support from CSTWS was something I greatly
appreciate.

Limoilou Amelie Renard
Sherbrooke University

Thanks to the generous support of Canadian Section of The Wildlife Society (CS-TWS), I was
excited to be able to attend the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution (CSEE)

and CS-TWS 2017 meeting in Victoria, British Columbia. I arrived from St. John’s
very enthusiastic (and very jet-lagged) on the first day and attended the Symposium
for Women Entering Ecology and Evolution Today. The theme this year was
"Addressing Gender Bias in Ecology and Evolution" and the goal was to learn about
the role that implicit gender bias plays in the scientific landscape. I really enjoyed Dr.
Aerin Jacobs’ talk “Learning to be a Better Ally” and the productive discussion that
followed.
During the conference I took advantage of some of the awesome opportunities
offered to students and post docs. I got the free professional headshots that were
being offered and also networked a ton at the student and post doc workshop series.
The poster session was buzzing with excitement and I was able to make new
connections and get a lot of really helpful feedback on the work I presented as part
of the second chapter of my Masters thesis. With all the helpful feedback I am now
feeling very confident as I begin preparing the work for publication.
This year’s CS-TWS meeting was a thrilling moment for me as we voted to officially
approve the formation of the Newfoundland Chapter of The Wildlife Society! I was
fortunate to be a part of setting up the Chapter and am excited for what the next year
holds.
While in Victoria I went on the Victoria Caledonian Brewery and Distillery tour and
got a chance to sample some great local beer and whiskey as well as learn a lot
about the science of brewing and distilling. I also checked out the art exhibition
“Rooted in History: Celebrating the Garry Oak Ecosystem” at the Robert Bateman
Centre downtown. On the last day I went to Mount Douglas Park for a great view of
the entire city, and Goldstream Provincial Park to see the 600 year old Douglas-firs
and western red cedars. This year’s CSEE meeting was definitely full of excitement
fun, and learning and I will definitely be returning next year!

The Student Development Working Group
Greeting Students,
Have you ever heard of the Student Development Working Group? We are a Working
Group that promotes increased student awareness of TWS membership benefits, works to
expand knowledge and technical capabilities of student members, and helps prepare
student members for professional wildlife careers. The working group facilitates
networking between students and experienced TWS members by hosting meetings,
workshops, poster sessions, a mentoring program, and a student chapter leaders’
breakfast. The working group also selects the recipient of The Wildlife Society’s Student
Chapter Advisor of the Year Award.
Our working group features the latest student’s news in The Student Chronicles.
We actively post on our TWS Student Development Working Group Facebook page. We
delivery new topics, current student research and professional skill building.
We look forward to be the voice for students to the Parent Society of The Wildlife Society.
We are always here to welcome new student members. We look forward to helping and
providing for the next generation of the wildlife profession!
If you have any questions about the Student Development Working Group please contact
Chair Kristi Confortin at kaconfortin@bsu.edu.
Please see attached link for the Student Development Working Group Facebook Page, all
you have to do is “like” the page to get daily updates! https://www.facebook.com/TWSStudent-Development-Working-Group-252817268125541/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel.

Trivia Answer...
C) Rock Pigeon
Do you have a great idea for a newsletter trivia question or other newsletter content? If so,
email CSTWS at csoftws@gmail.com
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